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road. On hearing of the French retreat, and realizing
the German menace, he ordered the British Army to
march back to this new position early on the 24th.
The foundation for the important battle of Mons
was laid by the Army Order for the 23rd August, issued
from Hal at 9.30 p.m. on the 22nd. It seems best
to give it in full for the benefit of future historians:
" 1. A squadron of British cavalry was encountered
to-day at Casteau, north-east of Mons, and a British
aeroplane coming from Maubeuge was shot down near
Enghien. In front of the Second Army there appear
to-day to be only three cavalry divisions and a weak
force of infantry.*
" 2, The Second Army has advanced to-day to the
line Binche-Mettet, north-west of Dinant, and to-
morrow it is to press forward east of Maubeuge, its
right wing, the VII. Corps, moving from Binche through
Solre.
"3. The First Army will continue its advance to-
morrow to the area north-west of Maubeuge, masking
that fortress.
" 4. The II. Corps will reach La Hamaide, marching
from Ninove through Grammont; the IV. Corps will
march to Basecles and Stambruges by Ath and Chievres;
the III. Corps will reach St. Ghislain and Jemappes
by Lens and Jurbise. The rising ground on the southern
side of the canal is to be occupied. The IX. Corps will
cover the movement of the Axmy towards Maubeuge,
and for this purpose will advance across the line Mons-
Thieu towards the north and north-western front of
* As we know from narratives of German officers "who took part
in the action, the presence of the British on the Mons Canal came as
a complete surprise. The German cavalry had reported the country
clear for fifty miles (vide Captain Bloem's " Vormarsch ").

